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with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL THOMAS 
L’ESPERANCE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
recognize and commend Colonel Thom-
as L’Esperance for his noteworthy ca-
reer with the Vermont State Police, 
which will conclude next month with 
his retirement. One of the strongest 
voices in Vermont law enforcement for 
the past 28 years, Colonel L’Esperance 
has dutifully served the public and 
sought to protect his fellow 
Vermonters as an invaluable member 
and leader in Vermont. He rose 
through the ranks of the Vermont 
State Police after beginning his career 
as a detective trooper with the 
Brattleboro barracks in 1987, and has 
since assumed new and challenging 
roles within the force. He has contrib-
uted to Vermont’s public safety and 
helped to combat crime by serving as a 
detective trooper, the Southern 
Vermont Drug Task Force field super-
visor, director of the Bureau of Crimi-
nal Investigations, and, since 2009, as 
the director of the Vermont State Po-
lice. Colonel L’Esperance has earned 
the respect and admiration of his col-
leagues throughout his career for his 
unwavering dedication and ability to 
empathize with those whom he serves 
and protects. 

In recent years, Vermont has faced 
immeasurable challenges in combating 
the cycle of heroin and opioid abuse. In 
2014, I called on Colonel L’Esperance to 
testify at a Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee field hearing in Rutland, VT, 
about this very challenge. Colonel 
L’Esperance graciously and with exper-
tise provided testimony on the harmful 
effects of addiction in the State of 
Vermont, and on the challenges facing 
Vermont’s law enforcement commu-
nity in combating such abuse. His tes-
timony was exemplary, not only be-
cause of his firsthand experience with 
this critical policing and public health 
issue, but also because of the colonel’s 
personal commitment to eliminating 
this destructive epidemic from our 
State. I thank Colonel L’Esperance for 
his powerful testimony and for the 
great work he has done throughout his 
career in fighting criminal activity in 
our State. 

While his retirement from the posi-
tion of Vermont State Police director 
will be a loss for the force and for the 
State of Vermont, I am confident that 
Colonel L’Esperance will bring the 
same level of excellence to the next 
chapter of his career. Colonel 
L’Esperance will no doubt continue to 
serve others with integrity and with 
the highest regard for the public’s safe-
ty. I am proud of Colonel L’Esperance 
for his exceptional work with the 
Vermont State Police, and I am grate-
ful for all of his efforts in improving 
the safety and wellbeing of 
Vermonters. 

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
BILL FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate is being asked to approve the Intel-
ligence authorization bill for fiscal 
year 2016 by unanimous consent. When 
this bill was reported by the Senate In-
telligence Committee, I and other col-
leagues noted that it contained one 
provision that required further debate. 

This provision, section 603, would re-
quire Internet and communications 
companies to make reports to the gov-
ernment if they become aware of ‘‘ter-
rorist activity.’’ Over the past 3 weeks 
a number of Internet companies have 
raised very valid concerns about this 
provision. In particular, they note that 
this provision is quite vague, and does 
not specify how these companies 
should know what is and is not ter-
rorist activity. 

The Internet Association, which is 
comprised of dozens of leading tech-
nology companies, has warned that un-
certainty about the meaning of this 
vague language will create ‘‘an impos-
sible compliance problem’’ and lead to 
‘‘massive reporting of items that are 
not likely to be of material concern to 
public safety.’’ That is obviously some-
thing that I think every Senator wants 
to avoid. Internet companies should 
not be subject to broad requirements to 
police the speech of their users. 

There is no question that tracking 
terrorist activity and preventing on-
line terrorist recruitment should be 
top priorities for law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies. And leading 
technology companies certainly have a 
role to play here. The Director of the 
FBI testified this month that tech-
nology companies are ‘‘pretty good 
about telling us’’ when they see some-
thing of serious concern. But I haven’t 
yet heard any law enforcement or in-
telligence agencies suggest that this 
provision will actually help catch ter-
rorists, and I take the concerns that 
have been raised about its breadth and 
vagueness seriously. 

For these reasons, I object to this 
unanimous consent request. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to 
revise or remove this provision so that 
the rest of the bill can proceed forward. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENT DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER AND TAIWAN 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize an exceptional President 
and a true friend to the United States 
who cherishes that President’s mem-
ory. Those of us from the great State 
of Kansas are justly proud of Dwight 
David Eisenhower, fondly known as 
‘‘Ike’’ to his Abilene neighbors. The 
Republic of China, Taiwan, calls him a 
loyal friend. 

In 1911, Eisenhower left his boyhood 
home in Kansas for the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point. During World 
War II, Eisenhower was in charge of 
plans in the Pacific War and com-
manding general of the Army’s Euro-

pean Theater. On June 6, 1944, General 
Eisenhower led the D-day invasion on 
the beaches of Normandy and liberated 
Europe. During this time, Taiwan 
stood as our ally in Asia, with the Fly-
ing Tigers in the Doolittle Raid and 
along the Burma Road. In 1951, Presi-
dent Truman asked Eisenhower to be-
come the first Supreme Allied Com-
mander in Europe. After a long and 
decorated military career, America’s 
voters said, ‘‘I like Ike,’’ by over-
whelmingly electing him as the 34th 
President of the United States in 1952. 

Today, it is my privilege to serve as 
Chairman of the Eisenhower Memorial 
Commission. Because this memorial 
honors a Kansan, a war hero, and a 
President the world admires, our good 
friend and partner, the government and 
people of the Republic of China, has 
generously made a gift to ensure the 
memory of Dwight D. Eisenhower is 
preserved for generations to come. 

It is fortunate for all that our Tai-
wanese friends have not forgotten 
President Eisenhower’s staunch sup-
port for their security and his strong 
commitment to the U.S.-Taiwan rela-
tionship. In 1960, President Eisenhower 
made the first official U.S. visit to Tai-
pei to meet with President Chiang Kai- 
shek. As Taiwan’s Representative to 
the United States, Dr. Shen has told 
me, ‘‘President Eisenhower holds a 
very special place in the hearts of the 
people of Taiwan.’’ 

It was Eisenhower who signed the 
Sino-American Mutual Defense Treaty 
in 1954. The next year, on the occasion 
of the passage of the Formosa Resolu-
tion by the Congress, President Eisen-
hower further pledged to ‘‘protect the 
territories in the Western Pacific under 
the jurisdiction of the Republic of 
China.’’ It was also Eisenhower who 
dispatched the U.S. Seventh Fleet to 
patrol the Taiwan Strait in the 1950s, 
thus assuring that the people of Tai-
wan would remain secure from any ex-
ternal military threat. Deservedly, a 
significant portion of President Eisen-
hower’s foreign policy legacy is main-
taining peace and security in the Tai-
wan Strait. 

In honoring a great general and 
President, Taiwan has demonstrated an 
unbroken bond of friendship, dating 
back to World War II. That enduring 
friendship is yet another key element 
of President Eisenhower’s legacy. 

f 

WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, today 
I honor the veterans of Honor Flight 
Northern Colorado that have made 
their 14th trip to Washington, DC to 
visit the memorials that stand in our 
Nation’s Capital. This group includes 
veterans from various wars and genera-
tions, but all are linked by their serv-
ice to our country. 

Ten years ago, the Honor Flight was 
created to fly veterans that had served 
in World War II to Washington, DC so 
they could visit their memorial located 
in our Nation’s Capital. Now, the 
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